2                          SHORT STORIES
of which he could be proud. Ratnamma will not
tell of her husband's bothering her and her own
girlish stupidity. How can so young a wife
speak of these things ? Rangappa's mother might
tell, it is true, but when is she to sit at leisure
and talk of this to me ? Almost the only person
therefore from whom I could get any information
about this business was Ammayya, and from her
I ascertained everything, and that is why I started
with describing her.
Somehow in such matters children are
exceedingly quick. They remember clearly
whatever they see. I may give this to you as a
warning. If at any time you feel, whether from
inclination or sense of duty, as if you would give
your wife a kiss, pray make sure that there are no
children near about. Do not say, oh, they are
just children, and ignore them. For their being
just children is what makes them dangerous. They
will note what you do and tell every one in the
. house, and everyone will believe whatever they say.
Why ? They are innocent children, you know.
Between their accuracy and their imaginary
innocence, you are left no foothold for your self-
respect In saying this I am having in mind
mainly the younger people. I need not say that
fye warning applies even more strongly to elderly